COMMUNISM   AND   THE   SOVIET
system of free election would give majorities to the
Communists, either in town or country. Various
methods are therefore adopted for giving the victory
to Government candidates. In the first place, the
voting is by show of hands, so that all who vote against
the Government are marked men. In the second place,
no candidate who is not a Communist can have any
printing done, the printing works being all in the
hands of the State. In the third place, he cannot
address any meetings, because the halls all belong to
the State. The whole of the press is, of course, official ;
no independent daily is permitted. In spite of all these
obstacles, the Mensheviks have succeeded in winning
about 40 seats out of 1,500 on the Moscow Soviet, by
being known in certain large factories where the
electoral campaign could be conducted by word of
guard of the working class, the Communist Party answers equally
to the economic, political and spiritual needs of the entire working
class. It must be the soul of the trade unions, the Soviets, and all
other proletarian organizations.
"The appearance of the Soviets, the principal historical form of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, in no way diminishes the
directing role of the party in the proletarian revolution. When the
German Communists of the 'Left7. .. declare that *the party itself
must also adapt itself more and more to the Soviet idea and
proletarianize itself,' we see there only an insinuating expression
of the idea that the Communist Party must dissolve itself into the
Soviets, so that the Soviets can replace it.
"This idea is profoundly erroneous and reactionary.
"The history of the Russian Revolution shows us, at a certain
moment, the Soviets going against the proletarian party and
helping the agents of the bourgeoisie. . . .
"In order that the Soviets may fulfil their historic mission, the
existence of a Communist Party, strong enough not to 'adapt*
itself to the Soviets but to exercise on them a decisive influence, to
force them not to adapt themselves to the bourgeoisie and official
social democracy, ... is on the contrary necessary."
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